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J 'Y the Lords Spiri iritual and Temporal 
Jin Parliament aſſembled, That * 
Thanks of this Houſe be, and they ar 
hereby given to the Lord Biſhop a4 7 
daf, for the Sermon by; him preached be- 
fore this Houſe, on Friday laſt in the 
Abbey-Church of Weſtminſter ;. and he is 
hereby deſired to cauſe the fame to. be 
printed and publiſhed. 
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Epiſt. 20 the Heb. Cap. XII. 
Part of the 5th Yerſe. 


——-Deſpiſe not thou the Chaſtening of 
1 tbe Lord. 


HE belief of a Providence is an 
eſſential, and moſt important 
article in religion; and as it is 
connected with omnipotence, which is 
one of the moſt obvious attributes of 
God, and what reaſon teaches men, 
muſt belong to the firſt univerſal cauſe, 
a notion of it has generally prevailed, 
and a ſupreme being been admitted, not 
only as creating, but ruling the world; 
and ſome ſort of religious regard paid to 
him under that character. But a Pro- 

bozo B vidence 
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vidence ariſing from Power only is hot 
duce the proper affections towards God, 
or a religion in any degree worthy of him. 
It is an adminiſtration of righteouſneſs, 
and wiſdom, as well as of power, in 
which all things are order'd in the beſt 
manner, with a moral reference to-the 
diſpoſitions and behaviour of rational crea- 
tures, and in a way ſuitable to their reſpec- 
tive ſtates and circumſtances : true piety 
ariſes from this belief, and on this principle 
are the feveral appointments of Provi- 
dence to be accounted for. Neither the 
good that happens is to be aſcribed to the 
effect of a mere undiſtinguiſhing propen- 
fity to beneficence; nor the evil and af- 
flictions 'of life to a cruel delight in: the 
miſery and unhappineſs of others, but 
the mercies and goodneſs, the ſeverities 
and Chaftenings of the Lord, are all to 
be reſolved into one principle, and tobe 
— looked 


talk 
| looked upon as the diſpenſations of a 
moral governor ordering the affairs of the 
world, and determining their iſſues ac- 
cording to the purpoſes ſuggeſted to him 
by Pee wiſdom * de. 


This i is the rule RA the beſt and wiſeſt 
inquirers into the nature, and character 
of God, have laid down for the proce- 
dure of his providence; this is the light 
in which the ſcriptures conſtantly ſet it 
in general, and agreeably to this it is, 
that the text repreſents the calamities and 
adverſitics of life in particular as the Cha- 
flening of the Lord, a notion implying 
moral government, and a way of conſi- 
dering them very uſeful for a right ap- 
prehenſion of ſome diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence; and peculiarly proper for us on 
this occaſion, who are met together to 
commemorate the calamities, which it 
W God: to permit to fall on our 


B 2 fore- 
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fore-fathers by a ſeries of events, which 
brought on a rebellion, and in conſe- 
quence of that, the horrid fact of this 
day, with a long train of ſuffering to the 
whole people of the land, in which the 
Chaſtening of the Lord was moſt ſeverely 
felt, almoſt to the utter ruin of the na- 


tion, and it's final diffolution't in Py 
and Ste. 


The notion of Chaftening, which the 
text applies to the providence of God, is 
not any way inconſiſtent with that good- 
neſs, and benevolence of nature, which 
is eſſential to the Divine Being, though 
it ſuppoſeth him purpoſely diſpoſing things 
in his plan of government, ſo as to occa- 
ſion at ſome times troubles and uneaſineſs 
to his creatures; for goodneſs, the moſt 
perfect, doth not imply that the reſult of 


every particular diſpenſation muſt be i 


_ happineſs, nor does it follow, that 
there 


FRE. 
there can be 70 inſtances of calamitous, 
td afflicting occurrences in the govern- 
ment of a Being, who is infinitely kind 
and benevolent ; becauſe theſe attributes 
do not conſiſt in Angle acts, but compre- 
hend a whole feries of events, tending to 
one common end, and fitted to compoſe 
an entire ſyſtem of good in the whole : 
and therefore ſome diſpenſations, which 
have a contrary appearance in a particu- 
lar view of them, may, as they relate to 
the entire deſign, be ſerving the beſt pur- 
poſes, and promoting in the iſſue a real 
good. And ſuch is the idea the text ſug- 
geſts to us of the moſt ſuſpected part of 
Providence, the troubles and afflictions of 
life, under the character of Chaſtenings; 
which imports, that theſe occurrences are 
not mere arbitrary appointments of God, 
with no other deſign than to make men 
miferable ; but have a relation to their 
greateſt good, if virtue is allowed to be ſo, 
92 | being 


. 

being admitted into his providential pro- 
ceedings with a merciful deſign to reclaim 
thoſe who are not paſt amendment, from 
the error of their ways, and to prevent by 

ſome preſent ſuffering the much greater 
evil they would occaſion to themſelves, 
and the world about them, if permitted 
to perſevere without check or reſtraint ; 
for He chaſtenetb us for our profit, that We 
may be partalers if bis holineſs. 


And as this is 2 method 4 g- 
vernment very conſiſtent with the 
character of God, fo is it very ſuit- 
able to the nature, and circumſtan- 
ces of man. It treats us as weak im- 
perfect creatures, as we really are, in a 
ſtate of tryal, and probation wherein af- 
flictions, not only give occaſion to the 
exerciſe of ſome virtues, of which without 
them there could be no proof, but have 
likewiſe a tendency to keep up a ſenſe of 

duty 
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E 
duty in general, and to engage men to a 
better obſervance and practice of it. For 
it is certainly true of men (and perhaps 
what ſome of us may know by expe- 
rience) that continual eaſe, and fatisfac- 
tion in every circumſtance of their lives is 
apt, among {ome other bad effects, to 
have this eſpecially, to make them negli- 
gent, and indifferent in many important 
articles of duty, more eaſily over- ruled 
by their paſſions, more liable to be ſe- 
duced by temptations, their minds leſs 
ſuſceptible of admonitions and feligious 
impreſſions, and their hearts more fully 
ſet in them to do evil. But it is the re- 
verſe in adverſity; in this condition men 
are commonly more diſpoſed to attention, 
it has a tendency to correct that heedleſſ- 
neſs, and inadvertency, which ariſe out 
of eaſe and indulgence, it is apt to put 
the mind on conſidering, and, when it 
does fo, affords occaſion to it of thinking 


[8] 

on other things than high enjoyments and 
gratifications, it calls to a ſenſe of God, 
and our dependance on him, and gene- 
rally puts us into ſuch a diſpoſition, as 
makes us capable of dwelling on ſuch 
thoughts as we ſhould not endure to mix 
with the enjoyment of eaſe and pleaſure, 
and fo becomes the means of amendment 
and reformation; and what God there- 
fore, who perfectly knows our make, and 
how we are to be influenced, may with 
reaſon be ſuppoſed to make uſe of for the 
procuring theſe effects, and for the pro- 
moting our trueſt intereſt, by leading us 
through Cbaſtening and diſcipline, to 
perfection and happineſs. 


Nor is this method of the Divine pro- 
ceeding by way of Chaſtening leſs uſeful 
and expedient, with regard to cormmuni- 
ties and collective bodies, than it is in the 
caſe of /ingle perſons. Nations and king- 
doms 
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doms of men become degenerate, and 
corrupt in the ſame way as individuals; 
publick welfare has the ſame effect on ſo- 
Ciety, as perſonal proſperity is apt to have 
on particulars,----an uninterrupted ſeries 
of it has a tendency to bring on a gene- 
ral careleſſneſs, and neglect of things ſeri- 
ous, and, in conſequence of that, a ge- 
neral corruption, and licentiouſneſs of 
manners; and when that is the caſe, 
when vice once prevails, and has got the 
aſcendant in a community, there will 
need ſome extraordinary method to ſtop 
it's influence, and prevent it's progreſs; 
for the ordinary ones of Shame, Fear, 
Intereſt, and Example, being taken away 
from among a people with whom vice is 
become national, (and if reaſon too be 
ſuppoſed in it's favour, and men imagine 
miſchief as a lau, reduce their wicked- 
neſs to principle, and juſtify it by argu- 

een it is impoſſible but impiety and 


2 immor- 
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immorality. muſt reign triumphant over 
ſuch a people, and eſtabliſh themſelves 
| in an unreſtrained ſettled practice, wnle/s 
God ſhould interpoſe his corrective judg- 
ments, to ſave, if poſlible, virtue from 
totally periſhing from among them, and 
to awaken by their means, when nothing 
elſe can, a thoughtleſs, hardened, people 
from a ſtate of profligate inſenſibility, to 
a ſenſe of their duty, and to a fit diſpo- 
ſitien for repentance and amendment. 
And this is what every nation under ſuch 
circumſtances hath reaſon to expect: for 
the ſtate and diſpoſitions of kingdoms, 
and whole ſocieties, with reſpect to virtue 
and vice, being of ſo extenſive an influ- 
ence and uſe for preſerving order, promot- 
ing religion, and eſtabliſhing an univerſal 
righteouſneſs throughout the world, as 
far as the preſent ſtate of it will permit, 
it cannot be ſuppoſed that God ſhould be 
regardleſs in a matter rio apparently con- 


ducive 


ten. 

ducive to the great end and deſign of his 
government; but rather, that he does on 
proper occaſions uſe all methods, conſi- 
ſtent with the nature of free intelligent 
creatures, to prevent eſpecially national 
degeneracy and defection ; and conſe- 
quently will not withold thoſe chafter- 
ings and corrections, which his wiſdom 
ſhall at any time ſee neceſſary for reform- 
ing an hardened abandoned people. And 
this is ſufficient ground for applying the 
doctrine of the text, to the flate of na- 
tions, as well as of particulars, and what 
| makes it no unreaſonable ſuppoſition that 
thoſe calamitous events, which affect 
whole bodies and communities, ſuch as 
Plagues, Earthquakes, Wars, and Rehel- 
| lions, may be deſigned as publick cha- 
ieniugs ſent to correct publick vices ; 
and juſtifies our looking upon them as 
ſtrokes from the hand of God, acting as 
Aa monitor and corrector to the world. 
. For 


612 
For though we may be able to acoount for 
theſe things from the natural powers of 
ſecond cauſes, either from the eſtabliſhed 
laws of inanimate matter, or from the vo- 
luntary determinations of free intelligent 
agents, yet this is no reaſon againſt con- 
ſidering them as inſtances of the divine 
diſpleaſure. For as to the law of nature, 
that is ſtrictly the agency of God, who 
can give it effect when, and where, and 
in what manner his wiſdom ſees fit, either 
for correction, or for mercy ; and can fo 
order the operations of it, as to deſtroy 
the power, the riches, and happineſs of 
any nation, he is diſpoſed to chaſten. 
Or he can equally do this by means of 
voluntary cauſes, by the temper, diſpoſi- 
tion, and paſſions of men. Theſe do 
certainly greatly influence the ftate of 
human affairs, and many of the moſt 
extraordinary events which have happened 
to ſocieties, have _ drawn their be- 


ginnings 
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ginnings from them; but whatever is 
brought about by heir means, is as much 
to be aſcribed to a Providence, as if God 
had done it by any other inſtrument, or 
more extraordinary and unuſual method; 
for theſe, though not under ſuch irreſiſt- 
able influences as the motions of the ma- 
terial unintelligent world: yet, as to 
their fecis and conſequences, are as much 
under the power of God, as the eſta- 
bliſhed law of nature is, who, without 
deſtroying free agency, can uſe them as 
his inſtruments to produce effects neither 
intended, nor foreſeen by the imme- 
diate agents, and bring about by them 
his own purpoſes (whatever theirs may 
be) in the government of the world. 
Thus is the King of Aſſyria repreſented 
by the Prophet 1/aiah, as the inſtrument 
of God, though purſuing his own in- 
tentions and deſigns. O Aſſyrian, the 
rod of mine anger, and the flaff in their 

Fi hand 
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band is my indignation. I will ſend him 
againſt an hypocritical nation; and againſt 
the people of my wrath will I give him a 
charge; howbeit, he meaneth not ſo, neither 
doth his heart think ſo, but it is in his 
heart to cut off nations, not @ few. It 
was not by any irreſiſtable over-ruling 
influence on the mind of this ambitious 
man, that his heart was ſet upon con- 
queſt, and the invaſion of the rights of 
others; he came to that temper the ſame 
way that all free agents come to any re- 
ſolutions and determinations of their wall, 
but God applied it to his own purpoſe, 
ſo that at the ſame time that he was 
gratifying his own wicked ambition, he 
was ſerving the deſigns of Providence, 
to correct and chaſten a ſinful degene- 
rate people. And therefore, whenever 
we ſee attempts on the common rights 
and liberties of a community attended 
with ſucceſs, and bringing confuſion and 


ruin 


1 
ruin on it's whole polity, we may look 
farther than the inmnediate cauſe of ſuch 
an event, and refer it to the will of God, 
either permitting the natural effects of 
ambition, reſentment, or any other paſ- 
ſion of aſpiring deſigning men to take 
place, (which his over-ruling Providence 
can at any time prevent) or elſe diſpoſing 
them to ſuch an iſſue, as it was not ab- 
-ſolutely neceſſary in the nature of things 
they ſhould have, (and which, without 
his peculiar direction, they would not 
have had) in order to anfwer the deſigns 
of his Providence, and 20 work all things 
after the counſel of his own will. And 
though we are not to expect, in our 
fituation, and under the infirmities of 
our imperfect underſtandings, to com- 
prehend the whole view and deſign of 
God, in the permiſſion of ſo much un- 
happineſs and confuſion among his crea- 


tures, as the wicked paſſions of unrea- 


ſonable 
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ſonable men often occaſion ; nor can we 
poſſibly, amidſt ſo much obſcurity and 
darkneſs, in which the ways of Providence 
are concealed from our fight, account for 
every particular circumſtance of it's pro- 
ceedings in thoſe general calamities, in 
which God thinks fit ſometimes to in- 
volve whole communities; yet this is a 
principle nevertheleſs to be maintained, 
and of great importance to the preſerving 
a pious temper of mind, that, among 
the many other ends his wiſdom may 
have in view, in permitting ſuch afflic- 
tive occurrences, this may be one, 75 
chaſften and correct the world by them, 
that by his judgments on the earth, the 
inhabitants thereof may learn righteouſ- 
neſs. And therefore in our reflections 
on what we ſuffer ourſelves, or ſee 
others to ſuffer, we ſhould not overlook 
this intention of Providence, and Def- 
piſe the Chaſtening of the Lord, but Hear 

the 
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the rod, and who hath appointed it, and, 

without preſumptuouſſy (and too often 
uncharitably) aſſigning uncertain mean- 
ings to his diſpenſations, attend to the 
obvious and uſeful application that may 
be made of them, with regard to re- 
pentance and reformation, and be led by 
them to a due fenſe of his power, and 
fear of his diſpleaſure, who can be /o 
terrible in his doings towards the N 


of men. 


And this brings me to the application 
of what hath been faid to our preſent 
purpoſe, and to conſider what uſe the 
doctrine of the text directs us to make 
of this day's commemoration, with 


reſpect to ourſelves, our own times, ge: 
preſent behaviour. 


And we mis very i one of it, if 
we make it an occaſion of reproach, 
D and 


4 | 18 * 

and mutual accuſation; calumniating 
each other with the worſt principles of 
the wort men on both fides, inſtead of 
obſerving, for our mutual inſtruction 

and imitation, what were the princi- 
ples and intentions of the wiſe/# and 
beft, for wiſe and good, there certainly 
were on both; who, if it had not been 
for ſome men, (of ambition and i intrigue 
after power, more than of zeal for pub- 
lick good and welfare) would probably 
have preſerved the honour and preroga- 
tive of the crown, with the rights and 
| Lberty of the people, which were both 
afterwards, - with the whole frame of 
government, loſt in the anarchy of Re- 
| bellion, and ever after remained in an 
unſtable precarious ſtate, till they were 
ſettled on the juſt and rational princi- 
ples of government, to the mutual ſe- 
curity of King and ſubject, by the eſta- 
bliſhment of our preſent. excellent con- 
ſtitution, 
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Kitution, procured. by the Great Deli- 
verer, whom it pleaſed God to raiſe up 
for this nation, after the time he had 
afflicted it, and ſecured fince, from a 
ruin it was threatened with from. Popery 
and arbitrary power, by the happy ſuc- 
ceſſion of the preſent Royal Fa __ to 
FUR AH NN 
10 ow * a endbamse 4 any 
wy in order to perpetuate hatred and 
animoſity, is not any part of a religious 
dommemorution, nor conſequently any 
part of the duty we are here called to, 
To make reproachful applications, either 
of the particular wickedneſs of this day, 
or of the general blame which all parties 
in the tranſactions of thoſe ſad times 
were chargeable with, to any now a- 
mong us, who diſavow-the charge, and 
are deſirous to juſtify themſelves from 
ee which would be to make 
5 = D 2 this 
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this a faſt of Hife and debate among our- 
ſelves, "inſtead of humiliation and devo- 
tion towards God. But | ſolemn recol- 
lection of calamitous events, as ſuffered 
by Providence, and, laying afide all bit- 

zerneſs, wrath, ' and anger, \ with all 
malice, to ſa ” unto God, I have birne 
chaftiſement, 1 will fin ub more; | this 
ſurely is but a proper acknowledgment 
of regard to the moral governor of the 
world, and on no account unfit, either 
on a religious or civil one; and it is This 
which is the proper end, and what we 
ſhould make eſpecially our deſign in thus 
calling to publick remembrance what our 
fore-fathers did, and ſuffered in their 
days. This we are to conſider with re- 
ſpect to God's Providence, and apply it 
to ourſelves, as far as it is in truth and 
reaſon applicable, ot taking upon us the 
guilt of crimes, which we know to be 
truly the "ow of our deteſtation and 


abhorrence ; 
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abhorrence; but by acknowledging the 
influence of Providence in all national 
afflictions, Learn, not to de ſpiſe the Cha- 
Rening of the Lord, but reflect what it is 
we have to expect, if we make ourſelves 


the proper objects of correction, either 
by following our anoeſtors in any of the 


inſtances of their wickedneſs; or by be- 


coming in any ober way à profligate 
abandon d People; and at the ſame 
time reflecting too, wbar it is we have 
to thanb God for, who have none 
of thoſe difficulties to contend with 
which our anceſtors had; who are fo 
happy as to have our civil and religious 
rights preſerved to us, under the protec- 
tion of wiſe and good laws, adminiſtered 

by a wiſe and good prince, and a foun- 
dation laid for that ſecurity in them, 
that they had not to depend on. But 
though we have none of 2596 calamities 
impending over us, which God permitted 
COURT | to 
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to fall on bem, yet chere are other ways 
Pen, through which he may bring his 
ement on ua, which we. ſhould 
dg well gat te ugßiſe che poſſibility of. 
He may Halle the | pillars: of the 
£earth, aud call on the roths ta ſall owns, 
and the, bills te cover: u, and there ſhall 
te. none, ig deliveri : or He may give us 


up to the power of an inveterate enemy, 


whoſe wrath would lay hard uhon us, and 
male aur lives bitter with hard. Bondlage. 
Or, without any thing of this, He may 
cauſe gur o wicleungr 10 carref? ws, 
and our backſidings uin reprove us. We 
quences. of national vice, of vnluptubuſ- 
neſs, debauchery, and itreligion becom- 
ing general among us, to be reduced to 
as low a ſtate, and be brought under a 
ſevere a Chaſtening as this nation ever felt 
in any former time, and which have 
Og every ſociety that has been fo 
unhappy 


"RS 
unhappy as to be infeſted with them, to 
ſhould ſet us all upon exerting ourſelves 
in our ſeveral tations, againſt the growth 
of licentiouſneſ among us, and rhat, 

not only to prevent the natural miſchick * 
that attend it, but to divert any oaber 

evils God may think fit to chaſtiſe us 
with, for a courſe of wickedneſs per- 
verſely and obftinately continued in. 
Senſible therefore of what we now are by 
the mercies of God, and what we 
may be, if for our abuſe of them, 
He ſhould vifit our fins with a rod, and 
chaften us in his fore diſpleaſure, let us 
deprecate his judgments, and endeavour 
to prevent the execution of them, by 
repentance and reformation ; that mak- 
ing ourſelves worthy of his protection, and 
engaging his Providence on our fide, we 
may remain a great and happy people; 
and the bleſſings we have ſo long, and 
: ſo 
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ſo amply enjoyed, in the ſecurity of our 


my nd" eli; alt i lll 
ſafety and proſperity of the nation under 
and conveyed down to poſterity through 


his Royal Family, to the lateſt genera- 


tions. This, the greateſt of bleſſings we 
can aſk of God for this nation; may he 


of his infinite mercy grant, — 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. = 
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